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SUBMISSION FROM NHS AYRSHIRE AND ARRAN 

We would disagree with paragraph 9 of the financial memorandum which says, “Since 

health boards already provide the examination service for police referral cases (either 

directly, through a regional arrangement or purchased provision), making this a statutory 

duty through this Bill will not in itself create additional costs.” 

Within NHS Ayrshire & Arran we have recently created in 2019 a dedicated 

facility for provision of this service locally in Prestwick. This will require staff 

(doctor and nurse) to travel from Glasgow to Prestwick which will increase 

the staffing time spent on cases. 

We also disagree with paragraph 18 where it says, “In some health board areas, the 

Bill’s introduction is not modelled to result in an increase in demand for self-referral 

services. This is because the board is considered an “early adopter” either because it 

already offers a form of self- referral (NHS Tayside and NHS Greater Glasgow and 

Clyde) or because the board has access to the self-referral service in NHS Greater 

Glasgow and Clyde under a Service Level Agreement (NHS Ayrshire & Arran, NHS 

Dumfries &Galloway and NHS Lanarkshire). It is reasonable to model no increase in 

demand in those areas as a direct result of the Bill, as the services are already being 

provided.” 

Currently self-referrals are only accepted during working hours and are not available on 

an out of hours basis when police referral is currently required. It is also our view that 

the provision of a local service in Prestwick will make it more accessible for victims to 

access and we will see an increased demand numerically. Currently travel of a victim 

to Glasgow perhaps late at night or the early hours of the morning would be a barrier to 

access the service which would become less so by the creation of the local provision. 

Both of the above have additional costs to NHS Ayrshire & Arran, however the 

modelling within the financial memorandum does not predict any additional costs for 

NHS Ayrshire & Arran. 
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